
62 The next day, which followed the preparation day, the chief priests and the 
Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember that while 
this deceiver was still alive he said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 64 So 
give orders that the tomb be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his 
disciples may come, steal him, and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from 
the dead,’ and the last deception will be worse than the first.” 65 “Take 
guards,” Pilate told them. “Go and make it as secure as you know how.” 
66 They went and secured the tomb by setting a seal on the stone and placing 
the guards.
Matthew 27:62-66 (CSB)

Saturday of Holy Week might appropriately be called Silent Saturday, 
because the gospel writers give us very little details about this particular 
day of Holy Week. We can, however, infer to some degree what it may have 
been like for the disciples.

Saturday was the Sabbath. But it seems difficult to imagine the disciples 
fully participating in worship, prayer, or even the command to rest. Many 
emotions must have filled their hearts, but happiness or joy was not one of 
them.

Certainly, they were experiencing the deepest form of heartbreak: they had 
just seen their rabbi, the man they had followed for the past three years, be 
brutally murdered on a Roman cross. They may have even felt a little angry: 
Jesus claimed to be the Messiah, the one who would finally redeem the 
people of God; how could He be the promised Savior if He had just died? 
And they were probably frightened: Jesus had been crucified by the utmost 
religious and political authorities of the day, and surely they would be 
searching to do the same to the disciples.

Saturday may have been a day of silent worry about their next step. What 
now?

Today, on this side of Jesus’s resurrection, we know of the hope the disciples 
should have had in anticipation of Easter Sunday. Yes, Jesus had just been 
crucified, but He was only borrowing the grave for a few days! He would 
return!

However, we sometimes experience our own “Saturdays” - the in-between 
seasons. We may have gone through some tragedy or heartbreak, asked 
for divine direction, and then heard only silence from God. It can be painful; 
in fact, it can cause us to question our faith, or whether or not God really is 
who He says He is. But take heart and have faith. Sunday is coming.

That doesn’t mean that the answer to our prayer will always be what we 
expect or even want it to be. Jesus’s resurrection was comforting to the 
disciples, but they immediately began asking, “Lord, will you at this time 
restore the kingdom of Israel?” (Acts 1:6). To most first-century Jews, the 
Messiah was supposed to be a military leader who would put the nation of 
Israel back on top, but we know from Scripture that Jesus was sent with a 
different mission: to establish the Kingdom of God through love and service. 
It wasn’t exactly what the disciples had in mind at first.

Jesus’s true purpose was not what they had expected, but they would 
eventually realize that it was far greater than anything they could ever 
dream. And the same is true for us. The answers to our prayers may not 
always be what we would prefer, but they always turn out to accomplish a 
greater purpose.

The resurrection of Jesus should show us how we should live in the waiting. 
When the disciples went through the brief waiting period after the 
crucifixion, they had no idea what was coming. However, since we know 
that Jesus rose from the dead on Easter Sunday, it should encourage us to 
wait in worship and prayerful anticipation. God always works for the better, 
whether we realize it at first or not, and we can trust that He will answer our 
prayers for His own glory and for our good (Romans 8:28)! We can have 
hope from the resurrection that God is still at work in our waiting and has 
the best still in store for us!

How do you deal with times of waiting, when you aren’t sure what to do 
next?

When you feel as if you don’t know what to do next, abide in Christ (John 15), 
pray, and wait for the Lord!

The Gospel of Matthew does describe one occurrence on that Saturday 
before Christ’s resurrection. In fear of the disciples coming to steal Jesus’ 
body, the Pharisees and scribes asked Pilate to provide a guard at the tomb, 
which he granted (Matthew 27:62-66). Little did they know that a guard 
would have no effect on what God had in store…
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