HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONAL

PALM SUNDAY

Palm Sunday is the day that Jesus entered Jerusalem on the back of @
donkey. It Is also the first day of what church tradition calls Holy Week or
Passion Week, the final week of Jesus’s earthly ministry leading up to His
death, burial, and resurrection.

1 When they approached Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany near the
Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2 and told them, “Go into the
village ahead of you. As soon as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, on
which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why
are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here right
away.”” 4 So they went and found a colt outside in the street, tied by a door.
They untied it, 5 and some of those standing there said to them, “What are you
doing, untying the colt?” 6 They answered them just as Jesus had said; so they
let them go. 7 They brought the colt to Jesus and threw their clothes on it, and
he saton it. 8 Many people spread their clothes on the road, and others spread
leafy branches cut from the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who
followed shouted: Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest
heaven! 11He went into Jerusalem and into the temple. After looking around at

everything, since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve.
Mark 11:1-11 (CSB)

During this time, the Roman Empire controlled the nation of Israel. Many
times in the Old Testament, God promised to send a Messiah (meaning
“anointed one”) to save and rule over His people. Many Jews took this to
mean that God would send an earthly king who would rule them politically
and save them nationally. They expected a conqueror to lead them to
victory in battle, just as King David had 1,000 years prior.

This background helps us understand why the Jews reacted to Jesus’s
triumphal entry as they did. Laying cloaks on the road draws back to the
triumphal entry of the newly pronounced King Jehu of Israel (2 Kings 9:1-13)
and represents the submission and respect of the Jews to their king. Palm
branches, as recorded by John, represented salvation to the Jews, showing
that they believed this new king would bring salvation to them.

However, Jesus did not come to bring the political and national “salvation®
the Jews sought.

Instead, Jesus came to bring salvation from our sin.

Jesus didn't come to make war with Rome and bring peace in the nation. He
came to make war on sin and bring peace between man and God. He
conquered the enemy that no man can on his own; He conquered sin and
death through His righteous life, substitutionary death, and glorious bodily
resurrection. This is the only means of true, eternal salvation.

Do you trust in Christ alone?

What is your attitude towards Christ as King? Are you choosing to submit to
His Lordship, or are you choosing to be your own master?

What do you need to surrender at the feet of Christ today?



