HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONAL

HOLY TUESDAY

Although many things happened on Tuesday of Passion Week, we will
focus on one of the more famous stories.

20 Early in the morning, as they were passing by, they saw the fig tree
withered from the roots up. 21 Then Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi,
look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.” 22 Jesus replied to them,
“Have faith in God. 23 Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Be lifted
up and thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that
what he says will happen, it will be done for him. 24 Therefore | tell you,
everything you pray and ask for—believe that you have received it and it will
be yours. 25 And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against
anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven will also forgive you your
wrongdoing.”

Mark 11:20-25 (CSB)

MOVING MOUNTAINS

Today begins with a follow-up with one of the events from Monday - Jesus’s
curse of the fruitless fig tree. When Jesus and His disciples passed the fig
tree on Tuesday morning, they noticed something different about it - the
tree had withered and died! With the disciples astonished by the quick
death of the fig tree, Jesus proceeded to teach a lesson from it.

Look back at verses 22 and 23: “Have faith in God. Truly | tell you, if anyone
says to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,” and does not
doubtin his heart, but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done
for him”

At first glance, it is easy to wonder what in the world faith and mountains
have to do with the withered fig tree. To better understand this exhortation,
we must consider the situation of His disciples. In a few days, Jesus would be
crucified andresurrected, then ascend to heaven after leaving His disciples
to carry the message of the gospel to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). Such a
task was going to bring some major pushback and persecution. In fact,
many of the disciples and early church leaders would be martyred for their
work in God’s Kingdom. And yet, Jesus used the withered fig tree to tell His
disciples to have faith. Why?

Jesus was telling his disciples to continue to have faith and to carry out their
work of bearing fruit despite what was ahead - for faith is powerful enough
to move past anything that stands in the way of the gospel (which Jesus
compares to a mountain).

Perhaps, when the disciples faced towering persecution and were
considering abandoning their work for the gospel, they would remember
the withered fig tree. Instead of quitting, they would be courageous and
stand firm in their faith (1 Corinthians 16:13). They would even forgive their
persecutors as Stephen did with his dying breath (Acts 7:60)!

So what is the root message of all of this? Let us cling to this truth: we shall
overcome.

After Jesus tells us about moving mountains, He has to deal with the
Pharisees trying to annoy Him with silly debates (the rest of Mark 11 and 12).
Over and over, we see Jesus being bombarded with questions and pressure
from the religious leaders who hate Him. He is spiritually and mentally taxed
for hours. He bears the weight of their persecution in front of the temple
crowds. Yet, He responds in triumph. With each shot that is taken against
Him, He answers with conquering wisdom and power. He has authority over
His enemies. He cannot be defeated. And just as He destroyed every
question thrown His way on Tuesday, He would ultimately conquer the cross
on Friday (hold on, we'll get there).

What does this have to do with the mountains we face?

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:57-58: “But thanks be to God, who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brothers, be
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the word of the Lord, knowing
that in thelLord your labor is not in vain,” and in Romans 8:37, “No, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.”

Jesus’ victory must give us the confidence to overcome our persecutions.
When mountains rise against us, when trials and tribulations come, when
we are hated by others for His name’s sake, His triumph gives us victory. We
may face pressure and persecution, but we must not wither away. We must
persevere in our work for the gospel, seeking to bear good fruit, and looking
forward to the final victory. We shall overcome!

Be honest: do you fear the results of following Christ with boldness?

Are you startled by what the world may throw at you for your work in God’s
Kingdom?

Take heart! Jesus has overcome the world, and in Him, we are more than
conquerors. Fear God and persevere.

How can you honor God and further His Kingdom boldly today?



