HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONAL

HOLY MONDAY

Holy Monday, the second day of Holy Week, documents two events that
remain relevant to us today, particularly concerning our worship and
calling.

12 The next day when they went out from Bethany, he was hungry. 13 Seeing in
the distance a fig tree with leaves, he went to find out if there was anything on
it. When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for it was not the season
for figs. 14 He said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again!” And his
disciples heard it. 15 They came to Jerusalem, and he went into the temple and
began to throw out those buying and selling. He overturned the tables of the
money changers and the chairs of those selling doves, 16 and would not permit
anyone to carry goods through the temple. 17 He was teaching them: “Is it not
written, My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations? But you have
made it a den of thieves!” 18 The chief priests and the scribes heard it and
started looking for a way to kill him. For they were afraid of him, because the
whole crowd was astonished by his teaching. 19 Whenever evening came,
they would go out of the city.

Mark 11:12-19 (CSB)

CURSES!

The passage begins with a seemingly normal day. Jesus i1s hungry, He sees a
fig tree, and the next thing we know, He’s cursing it and likely causing his
disciples to question his sanity. What in the world could this mean?!

Look again at verse 13: “Seeing in the distance a fig tree with leaves, he went
to find out if there was anything on it. When he came to it, he found nothing
but leaves; for it was not the season for figs.” Since the tree was ‘in leaf’, it
should have also been producing fruit to some degree, even if the fruit was
unripe and green. But the tree didn't have any figs. Even though it appeared
as though it was doing its job, the tree wasn't producing fruit and was
therefore useless.

Jesus’s curse of the fig tree is more than just a hangry rampage - it’s a
warning to fake believers. True Christians are called to ‘bear fruit’ by
showing the characteristics of a Christ-follower: “By this my Father is
glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples” (John
15:8). Galatians 5:22-23 famously lists some of this fruit as “love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”

In this passage, we see a practical depiction of the warning for those who
do not bear fruit. Jesus curses the tree and (as we will see later) the tree
withers and dies. Such is promised of fake Christians who do not bear the
fruit of the gospel: “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and

thrown into the fire. Thus you will recognize them by their fruits” (Matthew
7:19-20).

If you claim to be a Christ-follower, is your claim being proven by your life?
Scripture teaches us that our faith is not a result of works (Ephesians 2:8-9),
but that our works are a result of our faith. Our claim to be Christians should
be proven in the way that we live out the lifestyle that Jesus has called us to.
Are you loving others the way Jesus loves you? Are you honoring your
parents? Are you avoiding the temptation to look at things you shouldn't?
Do you strive to imitate the characteristics of Jesus?

FLIPPIN’ TABLES & FLYIN’ PIGEONS

Next, Jesus drives out the money-changers from the temple in Jerusalem.
Upon entering the temple, Jesus sees merchants and travelers selling
pigeons and other things in the courts. Since there was a temple tax that
must be paid In Jewish currency before offering sacrifices,
money-changers exchanged Roman/foreign/pagan coins for Jewish
money. Pigeons and sheep were also sold for sacrifices. However, in their
corruption, they were making an excessive profit in the process.

In response, Jesus quotes from Isaiah 56:7, “for my house shall be called @
house of prayer for all peoples” and follows it by saying, “but you make it a
den of robbers” This shows the anger of our Lord towards those who
exploited the House of God for profit. They worshiped money, not God
(Matthew 6:24). Such behavior so infuriated Jesus that he began flipping
their tables and yelling- imagine the scene with shouts of anger and flying
birds and tables.

As Christians, Paul tells us that our bodies are now temples of the Holy Spirit
- In other words, we should worship God everywhere, everyday!

What is the object of your worship? Are you truly worshiping God, or is the
focus of your worship on something else, like money, success, or
relationships?

Is your worship of God strictly confined to Sunday services? Are you seeking
to worship God daily with your life and attitude, or does some other idol
steal your focus?

As we continue our walk through Passion Week, let us consider these things.
Let us seek to bear the fruit of the gospel and to daily worship Jesus in the
way that we live and act.



